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This important yearly event will take place next week at Zach. As part of School
Safety week, our students and staff will participate in a practice evacuation drill and
a practice lockdown drill. These required practice drills are held to ensure all
students and staff know how to respond in the event of a real emergency. All Covidrelated safety protocols will be followed during these practice drills.
• Also, we’re very excited to host First Responder Day on the morning of
September 9th! We’ll have representatives onsite in the bus circle from
Larimer County Sheriff and Emergency Services, UCHealth, Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, Poudre Fire Authority, and the Fort Collins Police
Department. Students will have the opportunity to speak with these
professionals and learn about the gear they use in their profession.
• Friday, September 10th, is Bike/Walk/Skate to School Day! We’ll have
a representative from the City of Fort Collins on the playground from
7:45-8:15 AM. If you bike, walk, or skate to school on Friday, stop by
the table on the playground for some free prizes!

Traffic and Safety Procedures
•
•
•

•
•
•

We are a technology free driving campus! Please refrain from using your cell
phone while driving on campus.
No right turns out of campus from 7:50-8:20am & 2:45-3:15pm.
Kiss & Go lanes:
 Pull forward as far as possible to allow cars to enter behind you
 No idling zone—please turn off your car engine while you are waiting
for your child
 Students enter and exit via the passenger side of the vehicle
 Do not get out of your car
If you need to walk your child to their entry location, park your vehicle in the
South parking lot and then walk with your child across the guarded crosswalk.
Accessible parking is in the West parking lot. You must have the appropriate
ADA license plate or placard to park in an ADA space for any amount of time.
Per PSD policy, no dogs allowed on campus from 7:45 AM-3:15 PM. If you
choose to walk your furry friend to school, please wait for your child(ren) on
the hill near the Zach rock, or at the foot bridge south of campus.

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by Poudre School District.
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Zach Enrichment Fund (ZEF)
Zach Enrichment Fund (ZEF) Annual Contribution Welcome to 2021-22 at Zach Elementary! We hope this message finds you
refreshed, rejuvenated and ready for a new year.
Zachʼs collective commitment from parents, students and staff has contributed to our ranking as one of the top performing
schools in Colorado. Each year, for over a decade, we have received The John Irwin School of Excellence and the Governorʼs
Distinguished School Improvement Awards. Additionally, our recent School Performance, which is Coloradoʼs report card for
each school, showed that we earned 98.6 out of 100 possible points. We are not only known for academic excellence, but also for
promoting an environment where safety, learning, and fun are the priorities!

A key part of our schoolʼs success has been our ability to provide an enhanced student experience. Poudre School District bases
its funding on the at-risk factors of a given schoolʼs demographic. With few demographic risk factors, Zach receives a low per
pupil operating revenue allocation from the district. The Zach Enrichment Fund (ZEF) supplements district and state funding,
increasing each teacherʼs classroom budget and funding teacher grants throughout the year.
ZEF funds have provided the following and more:
Kindergarten: Reading Eggs & Math Seeds curricula, math manipulatives, and Core project materials
First Grade: Science materials, including clay for layers of the earth project, math games and enrichments, and class library
books
Second Grade: Laptops, book sets for reading groups, and bookshelves
Third Grade: Science materials, including magnets for experiments, math manipulatives, and novels for reading differentiation
Fourth Grade: Middle Ages Fair (fourth grade capstone experience), flexible seating, and books
Fifth Grade: Science curriculum supplies, core novels, EnVision math books for additional challenges, and Eco X supplies
Fund your childʼs enhanced experience by making your annual contribution of $100 per student. Simply add “Annual
Contribution - Zach Enrichment Fund” to your School Pay (psdschools.schoolpay.com) cart to complete your childʼs registration
checklist. Contributions of any amount are encouraged.
Funds received prior to the first day of school are especially important, as they allow ZEF to meet immediate classroom needs at
the start of the year. We ask that you make your contribution no later then back-to-school night/school supplies drop off.
Thank you for supporting your childʼs enhanced experience at Zach Elementary School!
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Save the date!
What: Zach Parent Info Night
Date: September 14
Time: 6:00-7:00 PM
Details: We'll share strategies on developing healthy student
habits in kids, teaching children to advocate for self, and the
importance of living with a growth mindset. Childcare will be
provided! Masks required for all attendees.
RSVP at the link below by September 10, 2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4ea9ae2fa1ff2-parent

Clubs and Enrichments
There are several opportunities for your child to participate in extracurricular activities
at Zach. Fall clubs and enrichment activities start the week of September 13 and
enrollment opens on August 31. See the "Clubs and Enrichments" tab on the Zach
webpage or click the link below for further information. Hope to see you there!
https://zac.psdschools.org/school-sponsored-clubs-and-additional-enrichmentopportunities

District Accountability Committee
The accountability committee consists of thoughtful parent and school representatives who provide guidance and
recommendations regarding district spending priorities, the District Improvement Plan, and the districts charter schools to
the PSD Board of Education. It also works to increase the level of parent engagement in the district. This important work is
facilitated by a committee that is representative of the diversity of our district.
We have the following positions we wish to fill:
• An Instructional Paraprofessional working in PSD
• A person who can represent the business community within the District's boundary
• A parent of an English language learner student in the district
• A parent of a student in the District's Gifted and Talented Program
Would you enjoy contributing to the important advisory work of this group? If so, reach out to Robert Beauchamp, Director
of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment using the contact information listed below.
Meeting dates are:
•
•
•
•

August 18, 2021
September 15, 2021
October 20, 2021
November 17, 2021

•
•
•
•

December 15, 2021
January 19, 2022
February 16, 2022
March - TBD

Time: 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Location: Board Room, 2407 LaPorte Avenue, Fort Collins, Colorado 80521

•
•

April 20, 2022
May 18, 2022
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Early Dismissal
As a reminder, if you need to pick up your child during the
school day, just call the office 970-488-5103 when you arrive.
Park in the west kiss-n-go (aka bus lane). We will call your
child out of class and send them out to you. You do not need to
come in the building to sign them out.
We call students out between 8am-2:30pm. Please make note that after 2:30pm we
will not call your child out of class, and you will need to wait until they are dismissed
to connect with them. This is to help instruction stay consistent for all kids and remove
the barrage of class intercom announcements happening at the end of the day.
If you are dropping off your child after the start of the school day, just call the office
970-488-5103 when you arrive to notify us and send your child in. You do not need to
come in the building to sign them in.

Pets on Campus Policy
Many families are walking to pick up their children after
school with their dog. Dogs are not allowed on Zach
campus during school hours 7:45am-3:15pm. If you want
to walk over with your dog, please meet your child at the
rock by Kechter Road or the bridge near Muskrat Creek.
Please do not bring your dog near the front of the school,
campus sidewalks, or kiss-n-go areas. Thank you!
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SRO Family Opt Out Notification
2021-22 School Year School Notice to Families About a School Resource Officer (SRO)
Being in Class
________________________________________________________________________
Dear parents/guardians,
Our School Resource Officer (SRO), Kate Garcia, as well as our former SRO’s,
periodically stop by Zach for an informal visit with our students. They like to come by to
say hello to our students or have a short visit with them in the cafeteria, on the playground,
or in the classroom.
Occasionally, at the request of our teachers, SRO Kate will read a book to students at a
prescheduled time in the classroom.
•
•

•

If you would like your child to attend the book reading with SRO Kate, you
do not need to do anything.
If you do not want your student to attend the book reading with SRO Kate,
you may opt your student out of this class by sending an email to Stacey
Towne at stowne@psdschools.org. If you choose to do so, your student will
be given topic-related work to complete during the scheduled book reading
time.
If you do not opt out, it will be assumed that your student may attend.

The goal of the Poudre School District School Resource Officer program is to provide a
safe learning environment while improving relations between students, staff, and law
enforcement officials. For more information, visit the School Resource Officer Program
web page.
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Music Notes
Welcome back to the Music Room! I am so excited about this year…glad to be
back to normalish. We can sing, dance and play instruments with only a few
restrictions. As of this moment, we’re planning in-person music programs for
Kindergarten, 1st Grade, 3rd Grade and 4th Grade. We may be on a modified
performance schedule, but more to come on that as we get closer to performance
dates.
The biggest news is that we can have Choir again!!! I am so thrilled about this!
There are some restrictions, so I’ll be modifying our pre-Covid traditions a bit to
accommodate our new protocols. Gold Choir (4th and 5th grade) will meet in the
Fall Enrichment Block (Sept. 14-Nov. 18). Green Choir (2nd and 3rd grade) will meet in the Winter Enrichment Block (Jan. 4
-Mar. 10). Each choir will be split into their grade levels for rehearsal, and we will have separate Gold and Green Choir
concerts.
So, registration for GOLD CHOIR is open! Please see the Zach Website “Clubs and Enrichments” page for registration and
payment links. The cost for Choir is $20/singer. The registration fee purchases a NEW TEE SHIRT for the singer,
transportation costs (Eagles Game), music purchase and payment for our accompanist. Yes, we’re getting a NEW shirt
design this year—it’s been a while!
Registration for each Choir (4th Grade Gold and 5th Grade Gold) is limited to 35 singers—total of 70 singers for Gold Choir.
Singers must register through SchoolPay to attend choir.
4th Graders will meet on Tuesday mornings in the music room, 7:20-8:00 a.m. 5th Graders will meet on Thursday mornings
in the music room, 7:20-8:00 a.m. Our rehearsal times are short—less time than a regular music class. Please make every
effort to have your singer on time, ready to sing at 7:20 a.m. If your singer needs to eat breakfast, they may go to the
cafeteria at 8:00 a.m. to get breakfast. All other singers will be released to the playground for before school recess.
Green Choir will meet during the Winter Enrichment block. Registration will open and information will be published about
the group prior to Winter Break (It will look a lot like Gold Choir, with different dates!).
Please contact me at Zach if you have any questions. It’s going to be a great year!
Alyssa Johnson
Music Teacher/Choir Director
ajohnson@psdschools.org
970-488-5117
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Zach Spirit Wear
Got your Zach spirit wear yet!? Show your
school spirit by clicking the link below and
ordering your Zach gear! Men's, women's,
and youth sizes are available.
https://www.rokkitwear.com/
school/55724-zach-elementary-school

Snap Benefits
Enrollment for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) is open year-round. You may be eligible for a SNAP benefit
up to $343 per month.
Details here ➡ bit.ly/3A8sPQX
PSD website with more information:

➡ https://www.psdschools.org/programs-services/schoolmeals/free-and-reduced-meals

PTO News
Hi Zach parents! Want to get in the classroom and lead your child's reading group? Excited about helping out during a class
holiday party, coaching a Book Bowl team, or assisting your child's teacher with copying or classroom suppl y organization?
We are excited to welcome volunteers back into Zach! All volunteers working in the building with students will need to
register to volunteer and complete PSD's background check. You can follow this link to register to volunteer:
https://www.psdschools.org/community/volunteers.
The District is experiencing a delay in background check processing and has asked for our patience as they work through the
backlog. Please register to get your name in the queue for processing. If you have any questions, please reach out to the PTO
at zachpto@gmail.com.
The PTO's first meeting of the year is this Wednesday, 9/8, at 5:00 pm. The meeting will be held via Meets and you can
access the link from the Zach website. Click on Parents, then PTO/SAC, then click here to access Google Meets. PTO Board
members are excited to welcome our families back to school and will be at the bike rack at the main entrance during morning
drop off on Tuesday, 9/7 from 7:45-8:15. Come ask questions, learn about how to get involved, or just stop by and say hello!
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continued on next page
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COVID Protocols, continued...
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COVID Protocols, continued...
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Zach Breakfast Menu
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Zach Lunch Menu
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Calendar of Events
Wednesday, September 1
Picture Day
Thursday, September 2
4:00pm
GT Back to School Night
Tuesday, September 7
Safety Week
Wednesday, September 8
Safety Week
5:00pm
PTO
Thursday, September 9
Safety Week

Friday, September 10
Safety Week
7:45am
Bike/Pedestrian Safety Day
Tuesday, September 14
5:00pm
SAC
6:00pm
Parent Outreach
Friday, September 17
Teacher Work Day
No School

