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Together We Inspire! 

Hello Zach Families,  

 

Can I just start by saying THANK YOU to all our school community for rallying 

together to get our children learning! ZOLA, Zach Online Academy, has had a 

successful launch. Never before in the 19-year history of Zach, have we done 

something like this. We entirely created it from scratch. Yet here we are, teaching 

and learning all day, all subjects, all kids in an online platform. WOW! 

 

So thank you for choosing the path of joy and commitment to ensure high levels 

of learning for all children...our children! 

 

Aisha Thomas · Principal 

Zach Elementary School 

“Together We Inspire”  

taisha@psdschools.org 

Phone: 970.488.5101 

Website: zac.psdschools.org  

Facebook: facebook.com/zachelementaryschool 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

zac.psdschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/ZachElementarySchool
https://twitter.com/PoudreSchools
mailto:taisha@psdschools.org
facebook.com/zachelementaryschool
http://www.youthclinic.com/
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continued on next page 
 

Back to School Information 

Friday Student Work 

On Fridays, all students need to log on to Google Meets for the Homeroom Checkin at 

8:15am. It will last for 15 minutes, while the teacher takes attendance and focuses the 

students on the independent work for the day. Students will have the whole day to work at 

their pace, but the amount of hours spent on the work will not be a full school day. 

Student academic time suggestions per grade level:  

 

K-1st: 45-90 minutes  

2nd-3rd: 60-120 minutes  

4th-5th: 90-180 minutes 

Welcome New Staff 

Heather Camping, 4th Grade Teacher 

Rachel Fierro, School Counselor   

https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
http://www.saludclinic.org/


P A G E  3 

Zach Elementary School  ~  Together  We Inspire !  

continued on next page 

 

Back to School Information, continued... 

Student Absence 

Student absences will only be reported on ParentVue.  To report an absence, log on to 

your ParentVue account, next to your student is a report absence button, click on that 

button and fill out the information for the absence.  Please enter the date, choose one the 

reasons for absence, absence or illness, and enter a note to explain the reason for absence. 

Once all the information is filled out, click save. 

 

Student and Family Tech Support--see information and links below should you be in 

need of tech support 

• PSD Tech Support and Resource Page                                                    

https://www.psdschools.org/Remote-Learning-TechSupport 

• Community Tech Support Website (techportal.psdschools.org): The new 

website, designed specifically for students and parents, offers device 

troubleshooting information, application technical support and covers other 

common technical issues that sometimes come up. 

 

Including these guides and more… 

• PSD Tech Troubleshooting Tips and FAQs (English) (Spanish) (Arabic) 

(Mandarin) (Korean) 

• Checking Your Camera and Microphone 

• Guide for using browser translation tools (English) (Spanish) 

 

Zach Online HowTo's: https://zac.psdschools.org/online-how-tos 

Students and families can also get help by emailing covidtechhelp@psdschools.org 

or calling the student/family support line at 970-490-3339. 

http://www.schoolcommunicationsagency.com/
http://www.coloradoinmotion.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2FRemote-Learning-TechSupport&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7C77a3edad2fad4a6cec5208d849d43979%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637340523124143405&sdata=
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Ftechportal.psdschools.org%25252F%2526data%253D02%25257C01%25257C
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Ftechportal.psdschools.org%25252F%2526data%253D02%25257C01%25257C
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Ftechportal.psdschools.org%25252F%2526data%253D02%25257C01%25257C
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Ftechportal.psdschools.org%25252FNews%25252F2020-08-19-0%2526data
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.psdschools.org%25252Fsites%25252Fdefault%25252Ffiles%25252FP
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.psdschools.org%25252Fsites%25252Fdefault%25252Ffiles%25252FP
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.psdschools.org%25252Fsites%25252Fdefault%25252Ffiles%25252FP
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.psdschools.org%25252Fsites%25252Fdefault%25252Ffiles%25252FP
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fdrupal8schoolsites-staging.azurewebsites.net%25252Fparenttech_de
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Ftechportal.psdschools.org%25252Fsites%25252Fparenttech%25252Ffil
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Ftechportal.psdschools.org%25252Fsites%25252Fparenttech%25252Ffil
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzac.psdschools.org%2Fonline-how-tos&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7C77a3edad2fad4a6cec5208d849d43979%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637340523124153401&sdata=Wdj6ZH76Khypa
mailto:covidtechhelp@psdschools.org
http://www.fcgov.com/HOP
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continued on next page 

Back to School Information, continued... 

Child Nutrition Information  

Click on the link below to get the latest information 

on child nutrition resources. 

https://www.psdschools.org/programs-services/

school-meals/child-nutrition-news-resources 

 

Any PSD student may access any PSD feeding site 

regardless of their school of enrollment. It's free/

reduced for those families that pre-qualify. It's a paid 

service for all other students. You can add to your 

child's meal account to prepay for meals at  

https://schoolpay.com/ 

 

Students will be able to get two sack meals - one sack lunch for that day and a sack 

breakfast for the following morning. For menus click here If your kiddos have special diet 

statements on file for their dietary needs we can arrange to have meals pre-ordered and 

labeled for them to pick up. This can be done by working with our Nutrition Coordinator, 

Becky Wiggins. Her phone number is 490-3348. 

 

Meals Provided M-F: 11:00am-1:00pm at Zach, Kinard & Observatory Park. 

• Free and reduced-priced meals - Students who have qualified for free and 

reduced-priced meals will receive meals at no cost.  For information or to 

apply, visit the Free and Reduced-Priced Meals website. 

• Students buying meals will be charged the normal breakfast and lunch 

prices. Because of COVID-19, the district will only accept online payments 

through SchoolPay accounts, but no convenience fee will be charged 

(typically $1 per transaction). 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fprograms-services%2Fschool-meals%2Fchild-nutrition-news-resources&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7C002aed7f5350419d2c8f08d84917962e%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fprograms-services%2Fschool-meals%2Fchild-nutrition-news-resources&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7C002aed7f5350419d2c8f08d84917962e%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolpay.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7Cae95a61d5806449b44f208d84486582d%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637334691112881645&sdata=rC%2BeeEPdOFSZI2xhIJF3jE3jOmwlNN
https://psdschools.nutrislice.com/menu/zach-core-knowledge-school/breakfast/2020-08-20
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fprograms-services%2Fschool-meals%2Ffree-and-reduced-meals&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7C3981ae03150d4041a9be08d83fa78cb6%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fprograms-services%2Fschool-meals%2Fmenu&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7C3981ae03150d4041a9be08d83fa78cb6%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C6373293361409
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fprograms-services%2Fschool-meals%2Fmenu&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7C3981ae03150d4041a9be08d83fa78cb6%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C6373293361409
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fschoolpay&data=02%7C01%7Cstowne%40psdschools.org%7C3981ae03150d4041a9be08d83fa78cb6%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637329336140935237&sdata=N1PH1nOddB2sIlGBs8
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/borrow
schoolnewslettercompany.com
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Back to School Information, continued... 

Zola Schedule for Phase 1 

Students need to log on to their Homeroom at 8:15am; 4th grade students log on to the Specials class at 8:15am. 

The schedule is as follows and is subject to change. WIN stands for What I need. Breaks will be determined by the 

teacher.  
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Music Notes 

Hello Zephers!! I miss you all so much!! I am looking forward to making 

music with you in our online Music class. We will be singing, dancing, 

playing instruments and making music together just like always. 

 

Unfortunately, due to many constraints on the Performing Arts, we will not 

have Choir this semester. While this breaks my heart, it is the safest option 

right now. If there is an opportunity to have some kind of Spring Choir, 

where everyone who is interested can participate—we’ll do it!! I’ll keep you 

posted. 

 

Some of your older students may be participating in Virtual Ensembles with 

their middle or high school teachers. While I believe this is a viable option 

for those secondary students, it is not something I will pursue with our 

elementary students. I spent quite a bit of time over the summer leaning 

about virtual ensembles, editing sample choirs and talking to colleagues 

about the possibility of creating a virtual choir at Zach. All things 

considered, I do not believe it is in the best interest of the time or effort of 

our students, you as parents or me as a teacher. 

 

We will sing together again! It will happen…we just have to be patient. In 

the mean time, check out the Zach Music Page. I’ll be posting some choir 

videos for you to watch. Sing anywhere, anytime!! 

 

Alyssa Johnson 

ajohnson@psdschools.org 

mailto:ajohnson@psdschools.org
mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
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AlphaBEST 

AlphaBEST is excited to be able to offer care to your family during the time the children 

are in virtual learning.  The flyer with location and pricing information is attached.  Also 

attached are our procedures on how we will keep everyone safe while they are learning. 

 

Space is limited to 20 children per location, so please register as soon as possible and 

registration is open.  To be able to minimize the amount of interactions between different 

children, we are only offering a five-day option. 

 

Hours of operation are 6:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

 

We are operating out of the following schools: 

• Bennett Elementary 

• Polaris Elementary 

• Tavelli Elementary 

• Werner Elementary 

• Zach Elementary 

 

Customer Service:972-668-0640  

 Kristen Hitz: khitz@alphabest.org 

 Jennifer Williams: jwilliams@alphabest.org 

 

mailto:khitz@alphabest.org
mailto:jwilliams@alphabest.org
http://www.schoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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continued on next page 

AlphaBEST, continued... 

AlphaAcademy 

  AlphaBEST  
E d u c a t i o n  
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AlphaBEST, continued... 

AlphaBEST 

continued on next page 
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continued on next page 

AlphaBEST, continued... 

AlphaBEST 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Family & Maternity Resource Fair, continued... 

continued on next page 
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Pandemic EBT 

(P-EBT) is now 

available in 

Colorado! 

What is P-EBT? 

P-EBT provides your family with funds to help buy food since schools were closed this Spring due to the pandemic. You can receive up 

to $279 per eligible child to stretch your food budget!  
  

Who is eligible? 

If your child was eligible for free or reduced-price meals last school year at a school that participates 

in the National School Lunch Program, or if they attended a school where all students eat breakfast 

and lunch for free, they are eligible to get P-EBT. Find out if your school is eligible at 

www.Bit.ly/3fUp9rs.  
 

How do I get P-EBT benefits? 

• You can access your benefits on an EBT or P-EBT card, which acts just like a debit card.  

• If your household received SNAP in March, April, and May, your additional P-EBT benefit should automatically be loaded 

onto the EBT card you already have.  

• If you were on SNAP but did not receive P-EBT on your card automatically by July 31st, 2020, or your household did not 

receive SNAP during the months of March April, and May, you need to fill out a simple online application at 

coloradopeak.force.com/PEBT.  

 If you have never had a Colorado EBT card before, a new P-EBT card will be mailed to you. It may take between 

12-24 days to receive your P-EBT card. 

 If you have had a Colorado EBT card in the past, your benefits will be issued onto that card. You can email 

PEBT2020@state.co.us after submitting your application if you need to request a replacement card. 
 

Applying for P-EBT is easy! 

Go to coloradopeak.force.com/PEBT, you will need to provide: 

• Your name, date of birth, mailing address where your card can be sent and a phone number in case the state needs to follow 

up on your application 

• Your household size and income for the months of March, April, and May 2020 may be necessary 

• The student’s name, date of birth, school district, school name, and State Issued ID Number (sometimes referred to as a 

SASID)* 
 

*If you did not receive a communication from your child’s school with their State Issued ID Number, you can find that number on some 

student/parent portals or request it by contacting your school district’s P-EBT contact 

(www.Bit.ly/3j6iwoe).  
 

Your P-EBT card can be used to buy food at grocery stores, convenience stores, and even 

many farmers markets, so you can buy the food your family likes and support local 

businesses!  More information on eligible purchases can be found at  

www.fns.usda.gov/snap/eligible-food-items. 
 

 Did you try to apply and have issues? Send questions to PEBT2020@state.co.us 

Immigration status does not 

matter for P-EBT and P-EBT 

is not part of the public 

charge rule. 

Get free Colorado fruits and veggies 

when you use your P-EBT benefits 

at farmers’ markets and grocers that 

participate in Double Up Food 

Bucks. Learn more at 

DoubleUpColorado.org! 

http://www.bit.ly/3fUp9rs
http://coloradopeak.force.com/PEBT
mailto:PEBT2020@state.co.us
http://coloradopeak.force.com/PEBT
http://www.bit.ly/3j6iwoe
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/eligible-food-items
mailto:PEBT2020@state.co.us
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mailto:SNAP@FOODBANKLARIMER.ORG
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Student Learning 
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Breakfast Menu 
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Lunch Menu 
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Tuesday, September 1 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm  Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Wednesday, September 2 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 8:30am  Kindergarten and New Family  
   Coffee 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 5:00pm  GT Back to School Night 
 
Thursday, September 3 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Friday, September 4 
 8:15am  Homeroom Check-in 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Tuesday, September 8 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Wednesday, September 9 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Thursday, September 10 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Friday, September 11 
 8:15am  Homeroom Check-in 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Monday, September 14 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Tuesday, September 15 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 

Wednesday, September 16 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Thursday, September 17 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
 
 
 

 
Friday, September 18 
 8:15am  Homeroom Check-in 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Monday, September 21 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Tuesday, September 22 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Wednesday, September 23 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Thursday, September 24 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Monday, September 28 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Tuesday, September 29 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 
Wednesday, September 30 
 8:15am  Zach Online Academy 
 12:00pm Lunch Meals available at Zach 
 

Calendar of Events 


